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SUBJECT: ALGERIAN SUGGESTION OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN A SAHARA 
MEDIATION EFFORT 

REF ALGIERS 1023 

1 . REFTEL INVITED COMMENTS ON THE ALGERIAN SUGGESTION OF U.S. 
INVOLVEMENT IN A SAHARA MEDIATION EFFORT. ALAS. OUR EFFORTS 
(STATE 072238) TO PRECLUDE ALGERIAN MISREADING OF OUR DECISION 
ON THE MOROCCAN ARMS REQUEST APPEAR EITHER TO HAVE BEEN 
UNPERSUASIVE OR TO HAVE PROVIDED A PRETEXT FOR THE GOA TO SEEK 
TO TURN OUR DECISION TO ITS TACTICAL ADVANTAGE. IN EITHER 
EVENT, THE LATEST ALGERIAN INITIATIVE SEEMS PROMPTED BY THE 
PLEASANT SURPRISE GENERATED IN ALGIERS BY OUR DECISION TO HOLD 
OFF ON THE RECENT MOROCCAN ARMS REQUEST AT THIS TIME. 

2. THE ALGERIANS NOW NO DOUBT HOPE TO SOW FURTHER SEEDS OF DOUBT 
AMONG THE MOROCCANS ABOUT THE U.S. POSITION. THIS AIM WOULD 
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INDEED BE FURTHERED BY ENGAGING THE U.S. AS MEDIATOR AND 
IN SEEKING TO HAVE US CONVEY ALGERIAN POSITIONS, SUCH AS 
INSISTENCE ON POLISARIO PARTICIPATION IN A NEGOTIATING EFFORT 
CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE SAHARA. A RELATED ALGERIAN AIM 
IS, OF COURSE, TO PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE 
POLISARIO, IN THE WAKE OF THAT ORGANIZATION'S POOR SHOWING IN 
REGARD THUS FAR. 
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3. THE MIRAGE OF MEDIATION HAS A STRONG ELEMENT OF DEJA VU, 

IN LIGHT OF THE LONG STRING OF PREVIOUS UNSUCCESSFUL MEDIATION 
ATTEMPTS INCLUDING NOT ONLY THE UN AND OAU, BUT SAUDI ARABIA, 

EGYPT, IRAQ, TUNISIA, SENEGAL AND GUINEA. SEKOU TOURE'S RECENT 
COMMENTS REFLECT THE FRUSTRATIONS INVOLVED, EVEN FOR A "PROGRES- 
SIVE" GO-BETWEEN (CONAKRY 608). IN SUM, THE PROBLEM HAS NOT BEEN A 
LACK OF COMMUNICATIONS OR OF GOOD-INTENTIONED MEDIATORS ACCEPTABLE 
TO THE TWO SIDES. IT HAS BEEN, AND REMAINS, THE WIDE AND 
PERHAPS UNBRIDGEABLE DIVERGENCE IN THE SUBSTANTIVE POSITIONS OF 
THE DISPUTANTS. 

4. WE WILL OF COURSE NEED TO JUDGE WHATEVER FURTHER SUBSTANTIVE 
INPUT THE ALGERIANS MAY PROVIDE US, AS PROMISED BY ALGERIAN MFA 
OFFICIAL BOUSSELHAM. HE HAS, HOWEVER, THUS FAR INTRODUCED NO 
NEW SUBSTANCE WHICH COULD MOVE THE PARTIES CLOSER TOGETHER. IN 
PARTICULAR, ALGERIAN INSISTENCE ON PUTTING FORWARD THE 
POLISARIO AS THE NEGOTIATOR WITH THE MOROCCANS AND MAURITANIANS 
WOULD REMAIN A RED FLAG AND A NON-STARTER FOR THE LATTER. THEIR 
CONTENTION IS, OF COURSE, THAT THE POLISARIO IS MERELY AN 
INSTRUMENT OF ALGERIA. BOUSSELHAM'S STATEMENT THAT ANY SOLUTION 
AGREED TO BY THE POLISARIO WOULD BE ACCEPTED BY ALGERIA WOULD 
THUS BE VIEWED AS DECEITFUL AT BEST BY RABAT. 

5. WE THEREFORE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT, UNLESS ALGERIA COMES 
UP WITH SOME VERY BASIC SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES IN ITS POSITIONS, WE 
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SHOULD MAINTAIN OUR POLICY OF AVOIDING SUPERPOWER INVOLVEMENT IN 
THIS DISPUTE AND SHOULD LEAVE FURTHER MEDIATION IN THE HANDS OF 
THE OAU, UN, AND ARAB OR AFRICAN COUNTRIES. ANY DIRECT INVOLVE- 
MENT BY THE U.S. HAS NO MORE CHANCE OF SUCCESS THAN THE MANY 
PREVIOUS ABORTIVE MEDIATION ATTEMPTS. 

ANDERSON 
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